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tech teacher receives grant

The Temple Education Foundation
named Stephen Bishop, a construction
technology instructor at Temple High
School, as the first recipient of the Turley
Teacher Grant last week.

The Temple Area Builders Associa-
tion, a collective that promotes and pre-
serves a positive business environment
for the home building industry, and Tur-
ley Associates, a land surveyor, recently
provided the $1,000 in funding.

Bishop is grateful that much of the
Temple-area community believes in
building a stronger community through
skilled trades education — a focal point
of the Career and Technical Education
Center at Temple High School.

“I'm incredibly grateful to TEF, Tur-
ley Engineering, and the Temple Area
Builders Association for their generosity
in making this grant possible,” Bishop
said. “Temple ISD continues to be a
great place to work with partners like
TEF, TABA, and Turley, who invest in
our teachers and students. I’'m humbled
by the kindness of our community and
honored to be a part of it.”

BJ Little, the vice president of opera-
tions for Turley Associates, and Sydney
Cable, the executive officer of TABA,
released a joint statement.

“Turley Associates and TABA believe
that supporting construction trades at the
high school level is essential to building
a strong workforce for the future, and
we are proud to stand behind educators
like Stephen Bishop,” the statement said.
“This teacher grant will allow Stephen to
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continue providing invaluable hands-on
learning experiences for his students.
He is a true leader in this industry — an
educator who goes above and beyond
to ensure his students gain the skills,
knowledge and opportunities they need
to succeed. His dedication and passion
are exactly what the construction in-
dustry needs, and we are grateful for his
unwavering commitment to shaping the
next generation of skilled tradespeople.”
Bishop used previous grant funding
from TEF to help build a tiny house.
The near-$15,000 project — which
was built on a 20-by-9"2-foot trailer and
features a kitchen, small bathroom and
livable space — was purchased by Feed

Courtesy
Sara Bartlett, Temple ISD director of CTE (left to right); Kathy Denton, Temple
Education Foundation executive director; Stephen Bishop, Turley Grant winner
and construction technology instructor; Christie Houston, TEF grants chair and
Katie Doughty, TEF board member were there for the award presentation.

My Sheep to help house a Temple resi-
dent experiencing homelessness.

It now resides at Feed My Sheep’s
Elizabeth Farms, 7445 FM 2086 in
Temple.

Bishop hopes the tiny house project
was just the first of many more to come.

“I would like to build two tiny homes
every two school years,” he said in April
2024 prior to a dedication at Elizabeth
Farms. “We would give one away and
sell the other to make money to continue
the project.”

The Turley Teacher Grant could help
him accomplish that goal.

jvalley@tdtnews.com

TEF scholarship application
portal opens Monday
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Temple High School seniors may
head to college or trade school with ex-
tra money in their pocket.

On Monday, the Temple Education
Foundation will open its application
portal for scholarships.

“Every year me and the committee
wait anxiously for our scholarship portal
to open so we can get ready to have the
opportunity to impact our high school
seniors preparing for higher education,”
Alesia Dawson, Temple Education Foun-
dation scholarship chair, said. “These stu-
dents may not realize during the process
how this will help their experience, but
we see in the former recipients how it has
shaped their journey in many ways.”

She emphasized how these scholar-
ships prove to students that they have
local support.

“Our hope is that they will remem-
ber that and someday be able to sup-
port or inspire the next generation of
future leaders,” Dawson said.

Last year, the Temple Educa-
tion Foundation awarded more than
$180,000 in merit and need-based
scholarships.

“The scholarship program is signifi-
cant to the Temple Education Founda-
tion and our mission. We fundraise so
we can give to the students and teach-
ers of Temple ISD,” Kathy Denton,
Temple Education Foundation execu-
tive director, said. “Awarding scholar-
ships brightens our world because of
the impact it can have on the students’
lives.”

The deadline for scholarship ap-
plications — accessible online at
www.templeeducationfoundation.
org — will be March 17. Temple ISD
Superintendent Bobby Ott encouraged

all seniors who plan to attend college
or trade school to make a submission.

“The Temple Education Foundation
is an extraordinary partner in support-
ing our students and staff,” he told the
Telegram. “I visited with several of
our seniors about the importance of
advocating for yourself in competitive
environments such as college, em-
ployment and other opportunities. I’'m
hopeful that we have a flood of good
students applying to gather as many
resources as possible to further their
education.”

Donations to any Temple Education
Foundation scholarship may be made
online or by phone at 254-215-6125.

“We are thankful for the generos-
ity of our donors, so this goal can be
achieved and we encourage the gradu-
ating seniors to apply,” Denton said.
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Temple High class of 1969
creates endowed scholarship
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A list of scholarship opportunities
for Temple ISD seniors continues to
SrOwW.

On Thursday, the Temple Educa-
tion Foundation announced the Temple
High School Class of 1969 Endowed
Scholarship that will be awarded to
graduates who will further their educa-
tion at a college or trade school.

“By contributing to the fundraiser of
this scholarship, classmates can make
a meaningful impact on a student’s
life and their families’ future,” George
White, a graduate of the Temple High
School class of 1969, said in a state-
ment.

Donations may be made online at
bit.ly/4it8MS5f.

“Remember, every contribution
counts,” White said. “It is possible to
set up a plan that would allow you to
make contributions over time. Even

small donations help us reach our
goal of $26,000. Together, we can cre-
ate a legacy that honors our class and
supports future Temple High School
graduates.”

Although that $26,000 goal has not
been reached, the Temple High School
Class of 1969 Endowed Scholarship
will award a Temple High School se-
nior $1,000 later this school year.

The Temple High School Class of
1969 Endowed Scholarship is the latest
of'its kind for TEF, as there was already
a Temple High School class of 1965
Endowed Scholarship and a Temple
High School Class of 1968 Endowed
Scholarship.

“Education is the bedrock of our
society,” Mark Erskine, a graduate of
the Temple High School class of 1965,
said. “This is the class of *65’s chance
to pay it forward for a student and rec-
ognize how fortunate we were to attend
Temple High School.”

His wife, Kathy Erskine, a gradu-

ate of the Temple High School class of
1968, agreed.

“I feel it is important for me person-
ally to help a deserving student in his
or her goal of going on to further his or
education,” she said. “I was blessed to
have had parents who stressed the im-
portance of education and paid for my
college experience. My husband and T
were blessed in being able to send our
four boys to get their four-year college
degrees.”

TEF awarded more than $118,000
in student scholarships to graduating
seniors last year.

“TEF is grateful for the generosity of
these classes,” TEF Executive Director
Kathy Denton said. “It is a pleasure to
meet and work with the proud alumni
of Temple High School. Temple ISD
student lives are impacted in a posi-
tive way because of the intentionality
of these classes and all donors to TEF
programs.”

jvalley@tdtnews.com

~ $100K art
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Sampson-Howard  Elementary, a
$38.2 million project that Temple ISD
voters approved as part of a $164.8 mil-
lion bond package in 2022, was con-
structed with fine arts as a focal point.

Now, related programming — which
began in August when the campus first
opened its doors to students — will be
further supported thanks to the newly-
established Glenn A. Johnson Endowed
Fine Arts Grant. The $100,000 in fund-
ing will support the spring musical and
other initiatives.

“When I heard about Sampson-
Howard Elementary, I felt not only an
immediate connection, but also a desire
to be part of it,” Glenn A. Johnson Jr.,
a Temple High School alumnus, said in
a statement.

The 1971 graduate recently reached
out to Temple Education Foundation
Executive Director Kathy Denton and
asked how he could support the program-
ming at Sampson-Howard Elementary.

Temple ISD Director of Fine Arts
Catrina Lotspeich had the answer.

“(Catrina) said the kids would love
to produce an annual play and asked if

grant

my grant could be applied to the costs
associated with it,”Johnson said. “I was
delighted to say yes.”

Lotspeich emphasized her gratitude.

“Musicals are the ultimate fine arts
collaboration, bringing together theater,
music, art and dance, and this support
will help our students shine in every
way,” she said. “It’s amazing to see our
community celebrate and invest in the
arts.”

Denton shared that appreciation and
noted how the Glenn A. Johnson En-
dowed Fine Arts Grant should benefit
Sampson-Howard Elementary for de-
cades.

“The community at-large and in the
future will enjoy the gift of a flourishing
fine arts program,” she said. “Mr. John-
son is offering a rich gift that extends
beyond today but reaches out into the
future.”

Although Sampson-Howard Elemen-
tary students have roamed the halls for
less than a year, Johnson highlighted
why the campus already holds a deep
place in his heart.

“My connection to both the Samp-
son and Howard names is personal, but
especially to Durward Howard, the leg-
endary musical director of Temple High

School,” he said. “He gave me both the
opportunity and encouragement to do
well in music, and I became active in
the band, orchestra and Highlighters.”

Those efforts, Johnson emphasized,
opened up countless doors for him.

“I began touring with the interna-
tional musical, ‘Up With People,”” he
said. “Over the next several years, |
performed across the U.S. and Europe
in every venue imaginable, from maxi-
mum security prisons to Carnegie Hall.
Because of Mr. Howard, I still perform
and record music today.”

Johnson, who named the Temple
Education Foundation grant after his
father, also credited Durward Howard’s
wife Jean Howard.

“I can picture big smiles on their fac-
es knowing there is a public school with
their name on it that serves as a fine arts
academy,” he said. “The Howards rec-
ognized early on that a community is
not just bricks and mortar, but a melt-
ing pot of people and cultures that are
enriched through the arts.”

Donations to the Temple Educa-
tion Foundation can be made online at
www.templeeducationfoundation.org
or by phone at 254-215-6125.
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Fine arts teacher named
recipient of TEF grant

BY JOEL VALLEY
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The Temple
Education Foun-
dation named
Marcos Duran, a
fine arts teacher
at Temple High
School, as its sec-
ond recipient of
the Taylor Grant
for Excellence in ——
Teaching. DURAN

Applicants for the Taylor Grant for
Excellence in Teaching are expected
to demonstrate innovative and cre-
ative teaching methods in their class-
rooms, engage students of various
backgrounds and abilities,participate
in activities that improve knowledge
and skill, and share classroom success
strategies with others, according to the
Temple Education Foundation.

On Thursday, Duran was told he met
those criteria.

“I’mincredibly grateful and humbled
for being awarded the Taylor Grant for
Excellence in Teaching,”Duran said.
“I was certainly not expecting to be

awarded this after submitting my ap-
plication, but it was a pleasant surprise
to be notified. T must first say ‘thank
you’ to Mr. Taylor and TEF for their
collaboration to make these types of
grants available to teachers. It pro-
vides teachers with additional funds
to explore professional development
opportunities.”

TEF selected Duran for his proven
ability to increase innovation and cre-
ativity into his classroom through part-
nerships with groups such as the Parker
Jazz Club — a world-class venue in
Austin where the Temple Highlighters
ensemble performed “Black, Brown,
and Beige” in April 2024.

The multi-movement composition
tells the history of African-Americans.

“I challenge students to think
beyond the notes on the page each
rehearsal,” Duran said in his grant
application. “As a musician, it is
imperative to perform music with
correct note and rhythmic accuracy,but
having a true understanding of your
musical subjects tends to lend itself to
more authentic performances.”

Austin-based novelist Boyd Taylor,
a 1949 Temple High School graduate,

TEF announces new
Wildcat Mentor scholarship

BY JOEL VALLEY
TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

The Temple Education Foundation
announced a new scholarship that will
be awarded to alumni of the Wildcat
Mentor program — an initiative that
pairs local residents with fourth- and
fifth-grade students for at least two
hours each month.

“Through the establishment of this
scholarship, the Wildcat Mentors hope
to encourage graduating seniors to
carry forward the values of mentorship,
empathy and service, recognizing the
role that compassionate guidance plays
in building a brighter future,” Mike
Hicks, the chair of the TEF board,said.

Although the Wildcat Mentor Schol-
arship is intended for alumni of the pro-
gram, consideration also will be given
to students who volunteer with chil-
dren through church youth programs or
community programs.

“The generosity of others is what
helps TEF meet our mission of help-
ing the students and teachers at TISD,”

Kathy Denton, the executive direc-
tor of TEF, said. “On behalf of TEF, I
want to extend great gratitude to each
of these individuals and organizations
for allowing us a vehicle of service as
we honor their loved ones through our
scholarship program.”

Donations to any TEF schol-
arship can be made online at
www.templeeducationfoundation.org
or by phone at 254-215-6125.

Residents also may learn more about
the Wildcat Mentor program at bit.
ly/3uZpUbq.

“As we continue to grow, we are
always looking for more volunteers
to join this incredible journey,” Yara
Thomas, a student support specialist
for Temple ISD and member of the
Wildcat Mentor board, said. “If you’re
interested in becoming a mentor, we’d
love to have you sign up and be a part
of something special. Being a mentor is
one of the most rewarding experiences.
It’s about guiding, supporting, and be-
lieving in someone as they grow and
face new challenges.”

provided the funding for the$5,000
award that finances future professional
development opportunities for liberal
arts teachers.

“Teachers who influenced (me)
most were liberal arts teachers,” Tay-
lor said in a statement. “In my case,it
was Olivia Jones who taught me Latin
and history, and Mary Elizabeth Hold-
en who taught me English.”

While a student at Temple High
School, Taylor was a member of the
debate team, a cellist in the orches-
tra, the co-editor of the high-school
newspaper and a member of the ten-
nis team.

“Even after graduation, Mr. Taylor
is involved with Temple and his grant
gives back to the incredible Temple
High School teachers who continue
to make an impact in the field of lib-
eral arts,” Kathy Denton,the execu-
tive director of the Temple Education
Foundation, said. “We are thankful
for his generosity. TEF is only able
to offer this grant because of his kind
support.”

jvalley@tdtnews.com

Those interested may contact Thom-
as by email at yara.thomas@tisd.org or
by phone 254-215-6957.

TEF scholarship applications will be
open from Feb. 3 to March 16.

For the Wildcat Mentor Scholarship,
applicants will need to submit an essay
about the importance of mentorship.

“The Wildcat Mentor program has
been a bellwether program for the
school district since it started many,
many years ago,” Temple ISD Super-
intendent Bobby Ott told the Telegram.
“It’s something that I think separates
Temple ISD from other districts in
terms of how we work with our com-
munity partners.”

He expects it to only expand — an
ongoing trend.

“A lot of people, when they go into
mentorship, think it’s more one-sided.
But I think what they end up learning
when they go through this process is
that it’s truly mutually beneficial,” Ott
said. “That is why it will only continue
to expand.”

jvalley@tdtnews.com

Sampson-Howard Elementary presents first student musical

BY JOEL VALLEY
TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Sampson-Howard Elementary, which
serves as the lone fine arts academy in
Temple ISD, brought the story of Willy
Wonka to life with a musical this week.

A cast and crew of 36 students, who
participate in Cougar Curtain Call, the
theater arts club on campus, spent eight
weeks rehearsing and preparing its
rendition of “Willy Wonka Kids.” The
troupe took the stage for two matinee
performances for students on Thursday
and an evening show for parents, friends
and the community on Friday.

“It is an opportunity that will leave
an impression for them because it gives
them a sense not only of what profes-
sional theater can be, but also the sense
of community, friendship, and en-
semble,” Juanita Herrera Frederick, the
theater arts teacher at Sampson-Howard
Elementary, said. “I am so impressed
and amazed with all of these kids. I
have seen them grow so much during
the year.”

After spending a total of eight hours
a week rehearsing after school, and oc-
casionally on weekends, several students,
including Haleigh Chavira, loved the op-
portunity to get in front of an audience.

“It was amazing, I made a lot of new
friends and met a lot of new people, and
I have just loved being in this show with
other people,” the fourth grader, who
played Ms. Teavee, said. “T think the
audiences were very excited and really
enjoyed the show.”

Deeanna Gonzalez, a fifth grader who
played Veruca Salt, was able to shake off
the nerves.

“At the beginning, I was kind of
scared, but now I have seen how the
show can bring people happiness and it
makes me feel great to see that, so that
was amazing,” she said.

Sampson Howard Elementary, a

$38.2 million project that Temple ISD
voters approved as part of a$164.8 mil-
lion bond package in 2022, plans to offer
a spring musical production each year.

“Supporting young people in theater
is a must because it can provide so many
life lessons they might not get anywhere
else,” Frederick said. “This teaches
empathy, compassion, expression of
feelings, and is a wonderful all-around
experience.”

In February, the Temple Education
Foundation announced that fine arts
offerings at Sampson-Howard Elemen-
tary, like Cougar Curtain Call, would be
further supported thanks to the newly-

established Glenn A. Johnson Endowed
Fine Arts Grant.

The $100,000 in funding was desig-
nated to support the spring musical and
other initiatives.

“When I heard about Sampson-
Howard Elementary, I felt not only an
immediate connection, but also a desire
to be part of it,” Glenn A. Johnson Jr., a
Temple High School alumnus, said in a
statement.

The 1971 graduate recently reached
out to Temple Education Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Kathy Denton and asked
how he could support the programming
at Sampson-Howard Elementary.

Temple ISD Director of Fine Arts Ca-
trina Lotspeich had the answer.

“(Catrina) said the kids would love to
produce an annual play and asked if my
grant could be applied to the costs as-
sociated with it,” Johnson said. “I was
delighted to say yes.”

Lotspeich emphasized her gratitude.

“Musicals are the ultimate fine arts
collaboration, bringing together theater,
music, art and dance,and this support will
help our students shine in every way,”
she said. “It’s amazing to see our com-
munity celebrate and invest in the arts.”

jvalley@tdtnews.com



